
APRIL 2021 
FIRE PREVENTION – RISK REDUCTION 

NEWSLETTER 
Dear Subscriber, 

Spring has officially arrived; trees are blooming, plants are budding, and temperature is rising.  Let us 
make this “Spring Cleanup” a fire-safe one by implementing the following safety tips:  

• Clean your garage of stored newspapers or other rubbish that can fuel a fire. 
• Test your smoke alarms monthly. You can link smart smoke detectors and carbon monoxide 

alarms to your smartphone. 
• Change batteries in smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors. 
• Clean up excess lint in the clothes dryer. 
• Keep outdoor debris or dead vegetation away from the house. 
• Use barbecue grills outside only.  Place in a safe area away from building, windows, heating, 

ventilation, and air conditioning units or places with high/dead vegetation. 
• Check your propane barbecue grill hose for leaks and cracks. Never store propane indoors. 
• Make a fire escape plan and practice it with all members of the family. 
• Prepare for storm-related outages. 
• Make sure your street numbers are posted properly and are visible. 

********* 

Santa Fe County Fire Department has listened to our constituents’ concerns and has updated/amended 
the online open burning permit.  The permit is still free of charge and divided into two permits: 
Agricultural/Vegetation and Ceremonial/Recreational.  Starting April 1st 2021, open burning permits 
obtained prior to December 14th 2020 will no longer be valid.  Please apply for the new open burning 
permit at the earliest convenience.  Thank you for your assistance and cooperation during this 
transition.  We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. 
A new, updated, and free Open Burning Permit is available online at the link below: 
https://www.santafecountynm.gov/fire/burn_permit   
Contact Fire Prevention at fireprevention@santafecountynm.gov or 505-995-6523 with questions or 
concerns. 

We would like this e-newsletter to educate and help prevent emergencies, so please share your 
feedback and suggestions with us to help make our community safer.  You can email your 
feedback/suggestions to fireprevention@santafecountynm.gov 

Stay healthy, safe, and informed.  

Sincerely, 

J.R. Blay  

Santa Fe County Fire Department 
Assistant Chief/Fire Marshal  
Fire Prevention/Risk Reduction 
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Wildland 

With spring here, now is a great time to start preparing your home for potential threats of wildland fire 
dangers. Multiple resources are available on the Fire Department – Wildland webpage: 
https://www.santafecountynm.gov/fire/wildland  
 
The Santa Fe County Wildland division has a free home owners guide available on our website: 
https://www.santafecountynm.gov/media/files/SantaFeRSGGuide2017.pdf  
 
You can learn how to provide defensible space for your home and how to prepare your family for an 
emergency. If you need further assistance, you can request a property assessment by contacting 
Remington Gillum at rgillum@santafecountynm.gov  
 
The Santa Fe County Fire Department has developed a new Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP). 
A CWPP is used to identify and mitigate wildfire hazards to communities. In 2008, Santa Fe County 
completed its first CWPP, a process that has facilitated valuable collaboration among stakeholders. The 
2020 CWPP will built on these collaborative efforts to reduce wildfire risk by reviewing and identifying 
new priority areas for wildfire protection efforts. View the plan at: 
https://www.santafecountynm.gov/media/files/CWPP%20Online%20Version%20with%20signatures.pdf 
 

Home Fire Preparedness 
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Link to the home fire escape worksheet 

https://www.santafecountynm.gov/pages.php?pageID=940 

 

 

Register for Emergency 
Communication Notifications 

 

 

March was Sparky the Fire Dog’s 70th 

Birthday 

Alert Santa Fe is the official emergency 
notification system used by the Santa Fe 

County to communicate with residents during 
emergencies. 

https://www.smart911.com/smart911/registrati

on/registrationLanding.action 

https://www.santafecountynm.gov/pages.php?pageID=940
https://www.smart911.com/smart911/registration/registrationLanding.action
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Home Fire Safety Tips for 
Older Adults 

Additional information can be found at: 
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Specific-groups-at-risk/Older-
adults  

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Specific-groups-at-risk/Older-adults
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Home Fire Safety Tips for 

People with Disabilities 

Additional information can be found at: 
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/outreach/disabilities.html  

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/outreach/disabilities.html


Wellness Series 
World Health Organization (WHO) defines health as a state of complete physical, mental, and social 
well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.  Use link below for more information. 
https://www.who.int/about/who-we-are/frequently-asked-questions  
 
Understanding wellness as a collection of factors and not just the health of an individual helps in the 
understanding of the complexity of an individual characterized as a whole.  Each Dimension will be 
broken down giving information regarding the step, and resources to integrate each point into your daily 
life. Daily reflection and practice of the Eight Dimensions of Wellness will allow the individual to have a 
broad understanding of their overall health, wellbeing, and set attainable goals to live a more fulfilling 
life.  
The steps will be found in a monthly Fire Bulletin located at: 
https://www.santafecountynm.gov/fire/fire_preventionrisk_reduction/bulletin_fire_newsletter  

Eight Dimensions of Wellness 
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